
 

Exiles: Week 1 
Discussion Guide 

Read Together 
 
Instead of just reading through the sermon text this week (1 Peter 1:1-2; 2:11-12), we want you to read 
through the entire letter of 1 Peter. It takes about twenty minutes to read out loud. Reading through the 
entire letter will allow your discipleship community to get a feel for the whole, and it will be closer to 
the experience the first readers of this letter would have had. Read in the NIV (New International 
Version) if you have one available, and read through the questions ahead of time so people know what 
to listen for during the reading. 
 

Discuss Together 
 

● 1 Peter has a few key themes throughout the letter. Themes are ideas that show up more than 
once. What are some themes you heard as you listened to the whole letter of 1 Peter? 

 
● Peter talks about a few things in his letter that might be confusing or strange to modern readers 

like us. That’s okay. In the coming weeks, we’ll have an opportunity to discuss each passage 
more deeply. For now, what were some things in the letter that were strange or confusing to 
you? 

 
● The series we’re teaching through on Sundays is called Exiles: Why You Must Be Different to 

Make a Difference. Peter describes believers as “exiles” in both 1:1-2 and 2:11-12. An exile is 
someone who is living somewhere other than their home culture, which means that they will 
look and behave differently than those around them. While Peter’s readers were literal exiles 
(because they had been forced out of Rome), they were also spiritual exiles who are always 
called to live differently than the world around them. According to 1 Peter, what are some 
things that make believers different? 

 
● (If you have time, watch the visual summary of 1 Peter from The Bible Project. It’s a little bit 

less than eight minutes long. Use this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhP7AZQlzCg. 
Or, you can just search “The Bible Project” and “1 Peter” on YouTube.) 

 

Pray Together 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhP7AZQlzCg

