
 

Exiles: Week 4 
Discussion Guide 

 

Read Together 
 
We’re walking through the letter of 1 Peter as part of a series called Exiles: Why We Must Be Different to 
Make a Difference. This week we’re studying 1 Peter 2:4-10. In particular, we’re looking at what it means 
to be the church, a different community. 

 
4As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to 
him—5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For in Scripture it says: 
 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
    a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him 
    will never be put to shame.” 

 
7Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 
 
“The stone the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone,” 
 
8and, 
 
“A stone that causes people to stumble 
    and a rock that makes them fall.” 
 
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for. 
9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that 
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
10Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

  



 

Discuss Together 

Always feel free to add in additional questions of your own, and don’t feel like you need to get through 
every single question. Your goal is to foster a conversation that leads people a little bit closer to everyday 
life like Jesus. 
 

● Every time you see the word “you” in the English translation of this passage, it’s meant to be 
plural—something more like a “yinz guys” or “ya’ll.” And, when he’s talking about “yinz guys,” 
he’s talking about the church. What are some ways that Peter describes what it means to be 
the church in this passage? 

 
● It’s often said that the church isn’t a building, it’s a people. In fact, Peter says that the people of 

the church are “living stones” being built into a “spiritual house” (2:5). In other words, we are 
the building. What difference might it make to think about the church like this—especially in a 
culture where people assumed the presence of God was limited to certain spiritual buildings, 
like temples? 

 
● Peter says that the “cornerstone” (or “capstone”) is Jesus Christ (2:4,6). The cornerstone of a 

building is what the whole building is built around. What are some other “cornerstones” that 
churches are sometimes built around? (For example: a really good speaker.) And, what’s the 
problem with making these things cornerstones for the church? 

 
● On Sunday, Pastor Chuck said that the words rejected and chosen are really important for this 

passage. Over and over, Peter says the cornerstone” was “rejected” by men (2:7) but “chosen” 
by God (2:6). The original readers of this letter were also rejected by men, but chosen by God. 

○ What’s it feel like to be rejected? 
○ Is anyone willing to share an experience (current or in the past) of being rejected? 
○ What difference does it make knowing that God has chosen us, even if there are 

moments when we feel rejected—whether it’s for our faith or any other reason? 
○ What difference does it make that the emphasis is on the fact that God chose you, 

rather than you chose God? 
 

● Another way that Peter describes the church is a holy “nation” or “race” (2:9). It’s not based on 
the color of skin or ethnicity but on our response to the gospel. Chuck said that this should put 
an end to racism in the church. Why is that? 

 
● He also calls the church “a royal priesthood” (2:9). Priests were meant to usher people into the 

presence of God. If we thought of ourselves as a royal priesthood, what are some things that 
might mean? 

 
● In 2:9, after describing the church in lots of ways, Peter gives the purpose of the church. What is 

the purpose, according to this passage? And, what could it look like if our discipleship 
community was flourishing in that purpose? 

 
● Is there anything else from this passage that you’d like to discuss more? 

 

Pray Together 


