
 

Exiles: Week 6 
Discussion Guide 

 

Read Together 
 
We’re walking through the letter of 1 Peter as part of a series called Exiles: Why We Must Be Different to 
Make a Difference. This week we’re studying 1 Peter 2:18-25, the second of three sections about how 
we live under authority. In particular, this week we’re talking about slavery. 

 
18Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are 
good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19For it is commendable if someone 
bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God. 20But how is it to 
your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing 
good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21To this you were called, because 
Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 
 
22 “He committed no sin, 
    and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
 
23When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24“He himself bore our sins” in 
his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds 
you have been healed.” 25For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to 
the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 

Discuss Together 

 
Always feel free to add in additional questions of your own, and don’t feel like you need to get through 
every single question. Your goal is to foster a conversation that leads people a little bit closer to everyday 
life like Jesus. 
 

● What is something that struck you from an initial reading of this text? 
 

● We’re in the second of three texts built around the word submission, which we’ve been saying is 
a posture of missional participation in whatever authority structures are present in our cultural 
moment. In the ancient world, one of those authority structures was slavery. As you hear the 
words slave or submission in our own cultural moment, what comes to mind? 



 

 
● Instead of supporting slavery, we heard on Sunday how this text (and others like it) actually 

subvert the system of slavery. What’s the difference between supporting and subverting an 
institution or authority? 

 
● On Sunday, Austin mentioned three ways this text subverted cultural expectations about 

slavery: Which one strikes you as particularly subversive? And why? 
○ Subversion 1: Calling them free instead of enslaved (1 Pet. 2:16). 
○ Subversion 2: Addressing slaves instead of masters (1 Pet. 2:18). 
○ Subversion 3: Replacing fear of masters with fear of God (1 Pet. 2:18). 

 
● Instead of immediately calling for the abolition of slavery, Peter instructs believing slaves to 

continue on in slavery—but differently. Why do you think Peter didn’t go all the way? 
 

● It’s easy to see cultural blindspots in the past (in particular, how Christians supported American 
slavery), but it’s hard to see them in the present. How might we go about discovering our own 
blindspots as we’re reading and applying the Bible to our everyday lives? 

 
● At the end of this passage, Peter talks about how the slave experience of injustice actually helps 

us make sense of what happened in the gospel (1 Pet. 2:21-25). What makes the way he 
explains the gospel so powerful, especially for those in slavery? 

 
● In light of what we talked about, how might you respond to someone who said that the Bible 

supports slavery? 
 

● Is there anything else from this passage that you’d like to discuss more? 
 

Pray Together 
 


