
 

Exiles: Week 2 
Discussion Guide 

Read Together 
 
We’re walking through the letter of 1 Peter as part of a series called Exiles: Why We Must Be Different to 
Make a Difference. This week we’re studying 1 Peter 1:3-12, which is actually just one long sentence in 
the original language. In particular, we’re looking at what it looks like to have a different hope. 
 

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5who 
through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 6In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may 
have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7These have come so that the proven genuineness of 
your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result 
in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Though you have not seen him, you 
love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls. 
 
10Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, 
searched intently and with the greatest care, 11trying to find out the time and circumstances to 
which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah 
and the glories that would follow. 12It was revealed to them that they were not serving 
themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who 
have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look 
into these things. 

 

Discuss Together 
 
Always feel free to add in additional questions of your own, and don’t feel like you need to get through 
every single question. Your goal is to foster a conversation that leads people a little bit closer to everyday 
life like Jesus. 
 

● In this section of the letter, Peter is setting the stage for the rest of the letter by introducing 
themes that he will talk about in more detail later. What are some of the topics that Peter 
mentioned in this passage? 



 

 
● One of the major themes of this passage is hope. It’s a word that shows up a lot in our cultural 

moment. How would your friends define the word hope? 
 

● Peter has a very particular understanding of the word hope. Based on this passage, what are 
some of the facts we learn about the hope that we have? 

 
● Peter says that we have a “living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 

Peter 1:3). What are some of the differences between hope rooted in the fact of the 
resurrection and hope that isn’t rooted in anything? 

 
● This hope changes how we experience what Peter calls trials (1:6). You could think of trials as 

difficult circumstances that we experience through no fault of our own. For the first readers of 
this letter, it was being forcibly moved cross-culturally from their hometowns and experiencing 
cultural suspicion—and even persecution—from locals. How might having the kind of hope 
Peter talks about here change the way that you experience difficult circumstances of your 
own? 

 
● Some people look at what’s going on in the world and remain hopeful, while others look at 

everything that’s happening and feel hopeless. On Sunday, Pastor Chuck called it an “epidemic 
of hopelessness.” What are some things that are happening that are making people feel more 
and more hopeless? Or, more personally, what are some things that have left you feeling 
hopeless? 

 
● We’re called to be a counterculture of hope, showing the world a different hope—a hope that 

isn’t just a nice wish but a hope based on the fact that Jesus has risen from the dead and will 
one day do the same for us, making everything new. What could it look like for our discipleship 
community to be a counterculture of hope? 

 
● Is there anything else from this passage that struck you or that you’d like to discuss more? 

 

Pray Together 
 
At the beginning of this passage, Peter broke out into praise for the hope that we have. As you pray 
together, praise God for the living hope that he’s given us in Jesus Christ. 


