
 

Exiles: Week 5 
Discussion Guide 

 

Read Together 
 
We’re walking through the letter of 1 Peter as part of a series called Exiles: Why We Must Be Different to 
Make a Difference. This week we’re studying 1 Peter 2:13-17, the first of three sections about how we 
live under authority. In particular, this week we’re talking about governments. 

 
13Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as 
the supreme authority, 14or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong 
and to commend those who do right. 15For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence 
the ignorant talk of foolish people. 16Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of 
believers, fear God, honor the emperor. 

 

Discuss Together 

 
Always feel free to add in additional questions of your own, and don’t feel like you need to get through 
every single question. Your goal is to foster a conversation that leads people a little bit closer to everyday 
life like Jesus. 
 

● This week we’re talking about political authorities, a really tense subject right now. What are 
some reasons you think that politics are so tense right now?  

 
● Submit is the word that links this section and the next two sections together. What is your initial 

response when you hear the word submit? Why do you think that is? 
 

● On Sunday, Austin talked about submission as a “posture of missional participation” in whatever 
authority structures we find ourselves—including governments. It means that how we live under 
government authority ought to point people to the gospel. It’s not unconditional obedience or 
unconditional resistance. What does submission to governing authorities, as a posture of 
missional participation, look like in everyday life? 

 
● One practical thing Peter mentions about submission is that we’re meant to silence critics by 

“doing good” (2:15). That means we’re called to overwhelm our neighborhoods with so much 



 

good that even unbelievers can recognize it. In the past, our church came up with Improve the 
Vue to do good in Bellevue. What else could it look like to do that as a DC?  

 
● In the last verse, Peter gives makes four closing statements: “Show proper respect to everyone, 

love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor” (2:16). We can reframe those as a 
four-question framework for navigating our relationship with governing authorities. Let’s talk 
about those four questions: 

○ What does it look like to show proper respect to everyone? 
○ What does it look like to love the family of believers?—especially if some of them are 

being negatively affected by political decisions.  
○ What does it look like to fear God? 
○ What does it look like to honor the emperor? 

 
● We know that as believers our hope is not in any earthly king, president, or emperor, but rather 

in Jesus as King. What difference does it make if we don’t place all our hope in political 
figures? 

 
● Is there anything else from this passage that you’d like to discuss more? 

 

Pray Together 
 
We encourage you to try praying for political leaders—no matter how you feel about them.  


