
 

Exiles: Week 8 
Discussion Guide 

 

Read Together 
 
We’re walking through the letter of 1 Peter as part of a series called Exiles: Why We Must Be Different to 
Make a Difference. Instead of reading all of 1 Peter 3:8-22, but we’re going to focus on just 1 Peter 
3:14-16 and what it looks like to give an answer for the hope that you have. 
 

14But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats[b]; do 
not be frightened.” 15But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect, 16keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously 
against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

 

Discuss Together 

 
Always feel free to add in additional questions of your own, and don’t feel like you need to get 
through every single question. Your goal is to foster a conversation that leads people a little bit closer 
to everyday life like Jesus. 
 

● What is something that struck you from an initial reading of this text? (This is a good question 
to discuss in groups of 2-3 to get everyone talking before opening the floor for people to share 
with the whole group.) 

 
● Have you had an experience where an unbelieving friend asked you about your faith? What 

did they ask? How did you respond? 
 

● Of all the differences between believers and unbelievers, what are some reasons that Peter 
seems fixated on “hope” as the primary difference people might ask you about?  

 
● On Sunday, Austin said, “No one is going to ask you to give a reason if you don’t give them a 

reason to ask.” If our lives don’t look different, no one is going to ask us about where we place 
our hope. What are some examples of what it could look like to live with a different hope at 
work, in relationships, or in another part of everyday life? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30439b


 

● Giving an answer for the hope that you have doesn’t always mean giving an argument. It could 
mean telling a story of what hope looks like in your life.  

○ Which of you prefers logical arguments and which of you prefer stories? Why? 
○ What are some reasons that a story is often better than an argument in our cultural 

moment? 
○ When might be a good time to share some of the more “logical” reasons why 

Christianity is valid? 
 

● Peter offers some guidelines for how we give an answer for the hope that we have. What are 
some of the guidelines he gives? 

○ What happens if we approach giving an answer from a “fearful” posture? 
○ What could look like to “be prepared” to give an answer for the hope that you have? 
○ What does “gentleness and respect” look like in practice? 

 
● Near the opening to this section, Peter says, “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord” (3:15). 

How might this change how you engage in conversations with unbelievers? 
 

● Is someone willing to share a story of what hope looks like in your life? 
 

● Is there anything else from this passage that you’d like to discuss more? 
 
On Saturday, November 2, we’re offering a workshop called Everyday Story at church. It’s an opportunity 
to find the storyline running through your life using nothing more than post-its, a poster board, and a 
marker. You can find out more or register at www.bellevuechristian.church/fall. 
 

Pray Together 
 
Pray that God will provide you with opportunities to share about the hope that you have. 

http://www.bellevuechristian.church/fall

