
 

Exiles: Week 9 
Discussion Guide 

 

Read Together 
 
We’re walking through the letter of 1 Peter as part of a series called Exiles: Why We Must Be Different to 
Make a Difference. This week we're reading from 1 Peter 4:1-11, but most of our questions will focus on 
the second half—1 Peter 4:7-11. We’ll be talking specifically about how exiles have a different timeline, 
especially in how we think about the end of history. 
 

1Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, 
because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2As a result, they do not live the rest of 
their earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. 3For you have spent 
enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, 
drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4They are surprised that you do not join 
them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you. 5But they will have to give 
account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6For this is the reason the gospel 
was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to 
human standards in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit. 
 
7The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. 8Above 
all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9Offer hospitality to 
one another without grumbling. 10Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 11If anyone speaks, they 
should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with 
the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him 
be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Discuss Together 

 
Always feel free to add in additional questions of your own, and don’t feel like you need to get 
through every single question. Your goal is to foster a conversation that leads people a little bit closer 
to everyday life like Jesus—using this week’s text as a basis.  
 



 

● What is something that struck you from an initial reading of this text? (This is a good question 
to discuss in groups of 2-3 to get everyone talking before opening the floor for people to share 
with the whole group.) 

 
● In the middle of the passage, Peter writes, “The end of all things is near.” He’s talking about 

eschatology, which is a theological word for the end times. When you hear the phrase “end 
times,” what are some things that come to mind? 

○ On Sunday, Pastor Chuck said that the end times is less about pinpointing a date on the 
calendar and more about a period of time that extends from when Jesus ascended to 
heaven to when he returns again. What are some reasons you think people can easily 
get caught up with trying to figure out details about the end times? 

 
● Peter believes that the fact that the “end is near” ought to shape how we live right now. Pastor 

Chuck called this “eschatological ethics,” which is a way of living that’s shaped by what we 
believe about how things end. That’s why immediately after he says “the end of all things is 
near,” he uses the word “therefore” (4:7). 

○ What are some of the actions Peter lists after the therefore? 
○ Of all the actions he could’ve listed, why these? 

 
● Chuck listed four practices of eschatological ethics from this passage: 1) Pray, 2) Love, 3) Offer 

hospitality, 4) Serve. These are meant to be put into practice so we want to consider how we 
might put these into practice in our discipleship communities. We encourage you to take one 
thing that we talk about and put into practice in your life this week. 

○ In our discipleship community, what could it look like to make prayer a priority? 
○ Covering over a multitude of sins is about forgiving one another for offenses rather than 

adding fuel to the fire. In our discipleship community, what could it look like to lovingly 
cover over offenses rather than leave when we’re offended? 

○ In our discipleship community, what could it look like to show hospitality that goes 
beyond our weekly gathering? What are some reasons why we’re hesitant to extend 
hospitality? 

○ We like to say, “Everyone is a member of the crew.” That means that if you’re a 
believer, you have spiritual gifts you can use to serve our community. Peter lists out a 
few here. What are some ways that you think God has uniquely gifted you to serve our 
discipleship community? 

 
● Is there anything else from this passage that you’d like to discuss more? 

 

Pray Together 
 
We encourage you to leave a little more time for prayer this week in which you can pray as a whole 
group or in smaller groups of 2-3. This is an opportunity to put into practice what Peter says: “Therefore 
be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray” (1 Peter 4:7). Pray that God provides you with 
opportunities to love one another, show hospitality, and serve others and also pray that God enables to 
persevere until the end. 


